WHAT IS LEGAL AND AT WHAT AGE
Republic of Ireland
Information referenced from Citizens Information, Tusla and Irish law.
To have sex 
1. 17 years

To leave home
1. With parental consent – 16 years
1. Without parental consent – 18 years

To leave school
1. 16 years, or
1. Until the student has completed 3 years of second-level education

To work full time
1. 16 years
1. Under 14 years cannot be employed
1. 14–15 years: restricted hours and conditions apply

To get married / become a civil partner
1. 18 years (with or without parental consent)

To travel abroad
1. 18 years to travel alone

To drive
1. 16 years – motorcycle (Category A1)
1. 17 years – car (Category B learner permit)

To get medical treatment
1. 16 years

To speak to a Social Worker
1. A Social Worker may see a child once before contacting a parent/guardian
1. If a child goes into a community care office, they will be seen

To speak to a Garda without parent/guardian present
1. 18 years

Be charged with a criminal offence
1. 10 years – murder, manslaughter, rape, aggravated sexual assault
1. 12 years – other criminal offences

Juvenile Liaison Officer (JLO) programme
1. Under 18 years old

To buy alcohol / drink alcohol
1. 18 years
1. Under 18s may not buy or be sold alcohol
1. Under 18s may remain on licensed premises only under specific conditions and time limits, usually with a parent/guardian

To buy cigarettes / tobacco
1. 18 years

To buy contraceptives
1. No legal age limit (access may depend on medical or pharmacist discretion)

To use sunbeds
1. 18 years

To get tattoo or body piercing
1. No specific legal age limit (most studios require 18)

To get teeth whitened
1. 18 years

To babysit
1. No legal age limit

To be left home alone
1. No legal age limit
1. Tusla advises children under 14 are generally not mature enough
1. Children under 16 should not be left alone overnight
1. Decisions must be based on the child’s age, maturity and safety
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